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Questions to Answer After Reading  

Cause and Effect 

In this section, you need to 

write the cause on the line 

for the effect listed . 

C:____________________ 

E: The truck ends up in the 

water. 

 

C:____________________ 

_____________________ 

E:  Christian ends up as the 

last one to leave the truck. 

Background for this  sect ion  
  Warning to readers: There is a 

lot of nautical and fishing 

terminology in this section. Don’t 

let it get you down.  Our main 

character, Christian, if on a fishing 

trip to South Dakota with his 

cousin and his grandfather. 

  Foreshadowing occurs when a 

writer provides hints that suggest 

future events in a story.  

Foreshadowing creates suspense 

and makes readers eager to find 

RAP - Reading Assignment Plan Day 1 Prologue & Chapter 1 

T h e  N e w  P h e n o m e n o n  

While driving, Grandpa Pearson says, “If you lose your wits, you got 

nothing when things go bad.” What event is this foreshadowing? 

 

Why do some people make jokes in serious situations? 

 

 

Describe a time when you knew something bad was going to 

happen, but there was nothing you could do. 

 

 

 

Christian ends up being the last person in the truck. What does that 

tell you about the kind of person he is? 

out what will happen next.  

Throughout this novel, 

foreshadowing is used to give the 

reader an inkling of things to 

come. 

  Look for the foreshadowing of 

storms in this section. The 

Coming Storm (Title), ominous 

clouds, and sinister darkness are 

all examples of the foreshadowing 

of “storms.” 

Terms you may want to know: 

Ominous—threatening 

Undulation—the act of flowing 

side to side or in a wavy shape 

PAY SPECIAL ATTENTION TO: 

… the foreshadowing of 

things to come: 

… The Coming Storm 

… ominous clouds 

… sinister darkness 

“If you lose your wits, you 

got nothing when things go 

bad.” 

“Metal groaned, and a pop-

ping sound sent chills 

down Christian’s spine.” 

Key terms to define for next reading: 

Impeded -  
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Questions to Answer After Reading  

Cause and Effect 

In this section, you need to 

write the cause on the line 

for the effect listed . 

C:____________________ 

  Christian wakes up in    

complete darkness. 

 

C:____________________ 

____________________ 

E:  Christian keeps what  

happened to him a secret. 

Background for this  sect ion  
  Chapter One ended with 

Christian getting knocked 

unconscious as the truck sank to 

the bottom of Lake Albert. I don’t 

know about you, but my biggest 

phobia is aquaphobia, or the fear 

of drowning. I don’t even want to 

think about what that would feel 

like, but I had to imagine those 

feelings when I wrote this scene.  

   I love to fish, and I love 

thunderstorms, but I don’t like 

RAP - Reading Assignment Plan Day 2 Chapter 2 

T h e  N e w  P h e n o m e n o n  

Where does Christian find himself when he wakes up? 

 

Why do you think Grandpa Pearson reacts the way he does when 

Christian shows up? 

 

 

Would you have kept the secret if you had been in Christian’s 

shoes? Why or why not? 

 

 

 

The last sentence of Chapter 2 says, “…….” What does this last line 

tell you about Christian’s relationship with his grandfather? 

the two of them mixed 

together.  Astraphobia is the 

fear of thunder and lightning, 

and Ichthyophobia is the fear of 

fish, but I am not afraid of either 

of those. 

PAY SPECIAL ATTENTION TO: 

… Grandpa Pearson’s 

eyes. 

… in Chapter 2 a number 

of references are made 

about Grandpa Pearson’s 

eyes. The last sentence of 

this chapter mentions 

Grandpa’s eyes again, but 

this time they have a dif-

ferent effect on Christian, 

the main character. 

Key terms to define for next reading: 

Ostracized -  

Brazen - 

Improvise - 
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Questions to Answer After Reading  

Cause and Effect 

In this section, you need to 

write the cause on the line 

for the effect listed. 

C:____________________ 

E:  Christian doesn’t like Calvin. 

 

C:____________________ 

____________________ 

E:  Christian doesn’t tell his 

coach what really happened on 

the field. 

Background for this  sect ion  
   Okay, so know you know 

Christian’s secret!  I guess when 

you consider my phobia, it makes 

sense what his secret would be. 

   Warning! When you get to this 

portion of most books, the action 

lessens a bit because the author 

has to do some character 

building. In addition, some of you 

ladies might be turned off by the 

sports and outdoors references. 

Deal with it! :) 

RAP - Reading Assignment Plan Day 3 & 4 Chapter 3 

T h e  N e w  P h e n o m e n o n  

Why do you think Calvin treats Christian the way he does? 

 

 

 

What does Brad mean when he says, “Eaton is dumb, but he ain’t 

stupid?” 

 

 

 

Why doesn’t Christian admit to his coach what really happened on 

the field? 

   In this chapter, I use sports to 

give you an inside look at some of 

the characters in the story, not 

just our main character, Christian.  

You have to work through the 

football terminology, but it is 

worth it. 

   Growing up, I played every 

sport imaginable, and I made up 

my own when I was bored.  In 

high school, I lettered in football, 

baseball, basketball, and golf.  I 

played baseball at the collegiate 

level, too.  Sports taught me a lot 

while I was growing up. 

   By the way, you are about to 

meet two football coaches.  

These characters are based off of 

two actual coaches that I had as 

coaches in high school. 

PAY SPECIAL ATTENTION TO: 

… more references to 

storms as a tool of fore-

shadowing.  Think about 

what kinds of events are 

foreshadowed by 

storms. 

… to the relationship 

between Calvin and 

Christian (on and off the 

field), and Christian and 

his football coaches. 

Key terms to define for next reading: 

Cerebral -  

Fruition - 

Periphery - 
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Questions to Answer After Reading  

Cause and Effect 

In this section, you need to 

write the cause on the line 

for effect item listed . 

C: ____________________ 

E:  Christian misses out on what 

happens in math and biology. 

 

C:____________________ 

____________________ 

E:  At football, Christian is 

accepted by more teammates. 

Background for this  sect ion  
   Yes, my father was a principal 

when I was in school, but he was 

never my principal.  I thought it 

would be an interesting twist if 

Christian’s father was the 

principal in his school. 

   Chapter 4 contains some 

stories about the outdoors that I 

use to teach you a little bit about 

the characters in Christian’s 

family.  Family is important to 

Christian, which will make things 

RAP - Reading Assignment Plan Day 4 & 5 Chapter 4 

T h e  N e w  P h e n o m e n o n  

Even though Christian thinks he can take Calvin Robinson in a fight, 

he decides to go with “brains over brawn.” Does this work for 

Christian, and do you think it will continue to work? Why or why 

not? 

 

 

 

Based on the quotes in the section marked “Pay special attention 

to,” is Christian a bad person? Why or why not? 

 

 

Explain why the author chose the title of the book to be The New 

Phenomenon. 

tough on him as events unfold in 

the story, but it also makes thing 

easier. 

   Christian appreciates and loves 

his family, even his sisters.  He 

has a good relationship with his 

father and his grandfather.  In 

addition, his parents have a strong 

marriage.  I wanted readers to 

experience a story that showed 

even kids from a good home have 

problems.  I think sometimes we 

think that only people from a 

rough background have rough 

patches in life. 

   “Storms brewed on the 

horizon,” is another warning of 

events to come.  Things may 

seem to be going well, but that 

foreshadowing should lead you to 

believe that things won’t stay so 

calm in the story. 

PAY SPECIAL ATTENTION TO: 

… two statements that 

Christian makes in his 

thoughts. 

“Sometimes staying quiet 

led to the only way out.” 

“Sometimes a lie ended 

up being the only way 

out.” 

… what these state-

ments tell you about 

Christian. 

Key terms to define for next reading: 

Palpitations -  

Incited - 

Projectile - 
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Questions to Answer After Reading  

Cause and Effect 

In this section, you need to 

write the cause on the line 

for the effect listed. 

C:____________________ 

E: Christian doesn’t punch Calvin 

in the cafeteria. 

 

C: ____________________ 

______________________ 

E:  Miles calls Christian about his 

homework. 

Background for this  sect ion  
   Maybe you are wondering 

why I use all of the storm 

references.  I grew up with a 

father like Christian’s.  I spent a 

number of tornado warnings 

with my father on the back 

deck of our house in Omaha.  

Both of us have always had a 

fascination with thunderstorms. 

   In this chapter, you will be 

introduced to three new 

RAP - Reading Assignment Plan Day 5 & 6 Chapter 5 

T h e  N e w  P h e n o m e n o n  

The meatball incident starts a string of events with Calvin.  Christian 

decides he is going to fight back.  Explain a time when you got to 

your “breaking point” or your “point of no return.” 

 

 

 

 

Why does Miles call Christian to warn him about Cal’s anger? 

 

 

 

How does Christian describe his feelings about Alexis? 

characters.  Having his father as 

the principal comes in handy 

because Christian can get the 

real scoop about the new 

students. 

   The peace between Christian 

and Calvin doesn’t last long, and 

you will find out if Christian 

really will use brains over 

brawn.  If you have ever had a 

classmate that just bugs the 

heck out of you no matter how 

you handle it, then you have a 

pretty good understanding of 

what Christian is going through 

with one of the antagonists in 

this story.  The antagonist is the 

bad guy, or villain, in the story.  

There are more antagonists to 

come, but Calvin is the catalyst 

for Christian’s problems. 

PAY SPECIAL ATTENTION TO: 

… the incident with 

Calvin Robinson and 

what Christian learns 

about Calvin from 

Brad. 

… the phone call from 

Miles. 

… the analogies the 

author uses to de-

scribe Alexis. 

Key terms to define for next reading: 

Indignation -  

 

Fiasco - 
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Questions to Answer After Reading  

Cause and Effect 

In this section, you need to 

write the cause on the line 

for the effect listed. 

C:______________________ 

 Ray gets mad at Calvin in 

Mr. Button’s class. 

 

C:____________________ 

____________________ 

E:  Christian goes with “The 

Three” after the movies. 

Background for this  sect ion  
   The story about what 

happened in Ms. Mack’s class 

is actually based off of 

something that happened 

when I was a freshman in high 

school.  It isn’t completely 

identical to my personal 

experience, but it has a lot of 

similarities.  To protect those 

involved, I won’t tell you what 

was real and what was made 

RAP - Reading Assignment Plan Day 7 Chapter 6 

T h e  N e w  P h e n o m e n o n  

Describe each character without using physical description. 

Christian -  

 

Samantha - 

 

Alexis - 

 

Brad - 

 

Was it rude for Christian to go with “The Three” after the movies? 

Why or why not? 

up. 

   This story about what 

happens in class really shows 

what kind of person Calvin is 

since he was responsible for 

the whole incident. 

   Christian gets to know the 

three new students a little 

more in this chapter, and he 

has his first date with Ruby 

James.  Things are looking up 

again for Christian. 

   After the movies, Christian 

has a decision to make.  This 

decision will have 

consequences later in the 

story, you will have to decide 

if his decision was right or 

wrong. 

PAY SPECIAL ATTENTION TO: 

… the personalities of 

Alexis, Samantha, and 

Brad. How do they 

interact with people? 

… what happens at 

the movies. 

Key terms to define for next reading: 

Versatile -  

 

Stoic - 
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Questions to Answer After Reading  

Cause and Effect 

In this section, you need to 

write the cause on the line 

for the effect listed. 

C:____________________ 

E:  School gets cancelled. 

 

 

C:____________________ 

____________________ 

E:  Christian ends up at the 

Banner’s house. 

Background for this  sect ion  
   If you have questions about 

“The Three,” you should.  The 

events at the movies and the 

walk home are just the tip of 

the iceberg with those three 

characters.  Don’t plan on all of 

your questions getting 

answered just yet.  It is way too 

early in the story for that. 

   Warning!  This chapter 

contains some romance, so 

RAP - Reading Assignment Plan Day 8 Chapter 7 

T h e  N e w  P h e n o m e n o n  

What strange things have Christian suspicious of the Banners? 

(List at least three) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How would you have reacted if you were in Christian’s position at 

the Banner house? 

boys beware.  Don’t worry, 

though.  Things don’t get too 

romantic, so you don’t have any 

cause for alarm.  I had a number 

of softball players on the team I 

coached that told me that my 

main character needed a love 

interest to make the story 

better.  My softball players 

were right. We all need a little 

love in our life. 

PAY SPECIAL ATTENTION TO: 

… the way the Banner 

kids interact with one 

another. 

… the Banner house 

and what Christian 

experiences. 

Key terms to define for next reading: 

Percolated -  

 

Ebbed - 
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Questions to Answer After Reading  

Cause and Effect 

In this section, you need to 

write the cause on the line 

for the effect listed. 

C:____________________ 

 Christian avoids The Three 

at school. 

 

C:____________________ 

____________________ 

E:  Christian accepts the 

invitation from Brad to the 

annual football party. 

Background for this  sect ion  
   The storm that hit Red Oak 

caused some problems for the 

school district, but it became 

a good thing for Christian.  

He got to spend time with 

Samantha, and he got to go 

out to the Banner house. 

   You learned more about 

Samantha Banner from the 

little question and answer 

RAP - Reading Assignment Plan Day 9 Chapter 8 

T h e  N e w  P h e n o m e n o n  

Why is Christian so angry with The Three after they confront him in 

the auditorium? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the end of chapter 8, why can’t Christian fall asleep right away? 

session in front of her house. 

   Yes, the kiss was weird!  It 

has you wondering, doesn’t it?  

Think back to when Christian 

thought he saw Ray and 

Alexis holding hands.  

Remember the walk home 

from the movies, too.  Ray 

walked with Alexis while 

Samantha walked with 

Christian and asked all those 

questions.  Christian is going 

to find out more about The 

Three in this chapter, but you 

will have to decide if the way 

he handles it is the right way 

to handle it. 

PAY SPECIAL ATTENTION TO: 

… how Alexis, Sam, 

and Ray behave when 

they confront Chris-

tian about what they 

know. 

… how Christian re-

acts to them and how 

he acts the rest of the 

day. 

Key terms to define for next reading: 

Stymied -  

Tirade - 

Euphoria - 
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Questions to Answer After Reading  

Cause and Effect 

In this section, you need to 

write the cause on the line 

for the effect listed. 

C:______________________ 

E: Jeff Eaton gets upset with 

Christian. 

 

C:____________________ 

____________________ 

E:  Christian meets Alexis at the 

pond. 

Background for this  sect ion  
   Uncomfortable after the 

apparent kiss between 

Alexis and Ray, Christian 

avoids The Three at school.  

While the rest of the school 

is at lunch, Christian is 

ambushed by The Three in 

the auditorium. 

   Ray, Sam, and Alexis claim 

to know he has a secret and 

RAP - Reading Assignment Plan Day 10 Chapter 9 

T h e  N e w  P h e n o m e n o n  

What is your first impression of Johnny Stratton? 

 

 

 

Why does Christian go to the party even though he isn’t the party 

type? 

 

 

 

What do we learn about Alexis from the incident at the pond? 

Sam says she has a secret, 

too.  Christian storms out 

and joins Brad at lunch. 

   He accepts an invitation to 

the annual football party 

that follows the first football 

game of the season. 

   Sam tried to call that 

evening, but Christian 

pretends to be asleep.  

Tossing and turning, 

Christian mulls over the 

events of the afternoon and 

wonders if he over-reacted.  

He questions himself and his 

own actions. 

BEWARE: Football 

terminology in this chapter. 

PAY SPECIAL ATTENTION TO: 

… Johnny Stratton. 

… the events of the 

party at the pond and 

how Christian handles 

what happens. 

… what we learn 

about Alexis. 

Key terms to define for next reading: 

Chastised -  
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Questions to Answer After Reading  

Cause and Effect 

In this section, you need to 

write the cause on the line 

for the effect listed. 

C:______________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

E:  Christian ends up walking on 

a gravel road late at night 

 

Background for this  sect ion  
   In the previous chapter, 

Christian meets Emily 

Thompson and Johnny 

Stratton in the hallway at 

the high school.  Christian 

also gets an email from 

Sam and tells him to look 

up the word 

“phenomenon.”  He does 

some research and makes 

RAP - Reading Assignment Plan Day 11 Chapter 10 

T h e  N e w  P h e n o m e n o n  

What do we learn about the Banners in chapter 10? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is a Phenomenon Child?  How does someone become a 

Phenomenon? 

a connection with a story 

he reads and Ray Banner. 

   They win the football 

game, and Christian and 

Calvin both play a part in 

securing the victory, but 

that doesn’t mean 

everything is cool between 

them.  Christian still 

decides to go to the party 

at the pond, and he gets 

into an altercation with Jeff 

Eaton and Johnny Stratton, 

with a little help from 

Calvin Robinson.  Christian 

ends up in the water and 

escapes.  He runs into 

Alexis who shares her 

“secret” with him. 

PAY SPECIAL ATTENTION TO: 

… the explanation and 

discussion about Phe-

nomenon Children and 

the real dangers and 

concerns associated 

with being a Phenome-

non Child. 

Key terms to define for next reading: 

Concealment -  

Celestial - 

Rejuvenated - 
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If you could select any super-

human quality, what quality 

would you pick?  Christian 

could breath under water, 

Sam could see people’s emo-

tions, Ray could withstand 

extreme temperatures, and 

Alexis had super hearing.  

Decide what superhuman 

quality you would want to 

have and explain that quality 

in this box. 

Create a symbol for 

this part of your 

poster.  Think of the 

symbols of some of 

the superheroes of 

American cinema. 

Explain the benefits, 

or positives of having 

this superhuman abil-

ity. 

Explain why you 

would share your 

ability with the rest 

of the world or why 

you would keep it 

secret. 

Explain the negatives 

of having this super-

human ability. 
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Questions to Answer After Reading  

Cause and Effect 

In this section, you need to 

write the cause on the line 

for the effect listed. 

C:______________________ 

 There is an accident on 

Bluegrass Road. 

 

C:______________________ 

________________________ 

E:  Christian doesn’t contact the 

police about the accident. 

Background for this  sect ion  
   The secrets have been 

revealed, and now the 

strangeness of the Banners 

makes sense.  Christian is a 

Phenomenon Child, and 

the main concern revolves 

around what could happen 

if the government finds out 

about him.  Christian is 

faced with a decision.  

RAP - Reading Assignment Plan Day 13 Chapter 11 

T h e  N e w  P h e n o m e n o n  

Why does Christian try to save Johnny Stratton? 

 

 

 

Why didn’t Christian just call the police about what happened?  If 

you were a Phenomenon like Christian, would you? 

 

 

 

 

Do you think someone saw Christian? Why or why not? 

Should he leave his family 

and go on the run with the 

Banners, or should he stay 

in Red Oak with his family? 

   Christian needs time to 

think it over, but the long 

walk home turns into 

something he never would 

have imagined. 

PAY SPECIAL ATTENTION TO: 

… how Christian re-

acts in the tense mo-

ments with Johnny 

Stratton. 

… the Monte Carlo 

that Christian sees on 

his way home. 

Key terms to define for next reading: 

Submerged -  

Rendezvous - 

Schemers - 
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Questions to Answer After Reading  

Cause and Effect 

In this section, you need to 

write the cause on the line 

for the effect listed. 

C:____________________ 

 Alexis shows up at 

Christian’s house. 

 

C:______________________ 

________________________ 

E:  Christian invites the Banner 

kids to his house. 

Background for this  sect ion  
   Christian survives a late 

night encounter with 

Johnny Stratton, and 

someone is dead.  I used 

that scene to try to paint 

Christian as a teenager 

who really is a good kid 

and wants to do what is 

right.  I secretly enjoyed 

the visual of Johnny 

RAP - Reading Assignment Plan Day 14 Chapter 12 

T h e  N e w  P h e n o m e n o n  

Why is the story about “Charlie” important to this story? 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you think the same thing could happen to Christian?  Why or 

why not? 

Stratton’s face in the 

moonlight after Christian 

pulled him from the truck. 

   Remember that car that 

Christian saw on his way 

home.  It will come up 

again later on in the story.  

Even with the excitement 

of the evening, he manages 

to fall asleep quickly. 

   Life is never going to 

return to normal for 

Christian after the accident 

on Bluegrass Road.  Are 

you sure you are ready for 

what happens next? 

PAY SPECIAL ATTENTION TO: 

… how Sam met Alex-

is and Ray 

… the story about 

Charlie, someone 

Christian doesn’t 

know. 

… more information 

about the Monte Car-

lo. 

Key terms to define for next reading: 

Rebuttal -  

Anonymous - 
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Questions to Answer After Reading  

Cause and Effect 

In this section, you need to 

write the cause on the line 

for the effect listed. 

C:______________________ 

 Christian plans to go to the 

Banners for the evening. 

 

 

C:______________________ 

_______________________ 

E:  The teens leave town. 

Background for this  sect ion  
   Alexis surprises 

Christian by showing up at 

his house, and she 

demands that he come 

with her to see Mr. Banner 

when she finds out 

Christian was involved in 

the accident. 

   Mr. Banner warns 

RAP - Reading Assignment Plan Day 15 Chapter 13 

T h e  N e w  P h e n o m e n o n  

In one evening, Christian learns new information as 

his world begins to unravel. What concerns do the 

four teens have? 

 

 

 

 

 

Why does Christian decide to go to Grandpa Pearson’s farm? 

Christian to keep quiet 

about the accident and 

admit nothing.  He also 

warns them to keep watch 

for the Monte Carlo. 

   Christian learns more 

about the Banners and 

about a boy named 

Charlie.  In order to find 

out more information, the 

four teens decide to do 

some surveillance to find 

out if anyone knows.  

Christian is going to throw 

a little pool party with the 

Banners at his house. 

PAY SPECIAL ATTENTION TO: 

… the interaction of 

the four teens at 

Christian’s house. 

… the new infor-

mation that they learn 

from their surveillance 

trip to the movies. 

Key terms to define for next reading: 

Veered -  

Reiterated - 

Emanated - 

 

www.chrisraabe.net 



Name: ________________________________________ 

Page 15 

Questions to Answer After Reading  

Cause and Effect 

In this section, you need to 

write the cause on the line 

for the effect listed. 

C:______________________ 

E: Sam thinks Grandpa is 

different. 

C:______________________ 

E: Grandpa gives Christian the 

note. 

C:______________________ 

E:  Mr. Banner is upset. 

Background for this  sect ion  
Alexis and Ray went to see 

what they could find out at 

the movies.  While they 

are gone, Christian finds a 

note that threatens to 

reveal all about the 

accident.  Ray and Alexis 

confirm suspicions that it is 

Calvin who left the note.  

Christian gets permission 

RAP - Reading Assignment Plan Day 16 Chapters 14, 15, & 16 

T h e  N e w  P h e n o m e n o n  

What do we learn about Grandpa Pearson? 

 

Think back to the beginning of the story at Lake Albert.  What 

inference can you make about how much Grandpa knew at that 

early point in the story? 

 

 

Why does Alexis say that she felt violated by what Grandpa did? 

 

 

Why do you think Mr. Banner’s demeanor (the way he acts) has 

changed since the last time the teens were around him? 

to stay with the Banners 

for the evening, but before 

they can get to the house, 

Alexis hears a warning 

from Mr. 

Banner to 

leave town. 

   They 

decide to go 

to Grandpa Pearson’s 

place, which is three hours 

away. 

PAY SPECIAL ATTENTION TO: 

… what is revealed 

about Grandpa Pear-

son. 

… Mr. Banner’s de-

meanor and behavior. 

Key terms to define for next reading: 

Grove - 

Senile -  

Comatose - 

 

www.chrisraabe.net 



Name: ________________________________________ 

Page 16 

Questions to Answer After Reading  

Cause and Effect 

In this section, you need to 

write the cause on the line 

for the effect listed. 

C:_____________________- 

E:  Grandpa and Christian go to 

get ice cream. 

 

 

C:______________________ 

E:  Christian goes to the Banner 

house. 

Background for this  sect ion  
   Remember all the stuff 

about Grandpa Pearson’s 

eyes in the early part of 

the story.  Foreshadowing!  

Now Grandpa knows the 

whole story and so does 

Christian, but will it help. 

   Mr. Banner’s demeanor 

has changed a bit, and I 

RAP - Reading Assignment Plan Day 17 Chapters 17, 18, & 19 

T h e  N e w  P h e n o m e n o n  

Why do you think Mr. Banner doesn’t care that the problem with 

Calvin has been taken care of? 

 

 

 

If you were Christian, who would you trust?  Why? 

 

 

 

What would it be like to say goodbye to people you loved, with no 

idea of when or if you would ever see them again? 

know you are wondering 

whether he is a good guy 

or bad guy in this story.  I 

guess you will have to wait 

and see what happens 

next. 

   The police plan to come 

out and speak to the 

Banner kids.  Mr. Banner 

doesn’t want to wait 

around, and he plans on 

leaving tonight. 

   Tipped off by Grandpa 

Pearson’s distrust of Mr. 

Banner, Christian wonders 

if he can really trust Mr. 

Banner.  What will his 

decision be? 

PAY SPECIAL ATTENTION TO: 

… the behavior of Mr. 

Banner at the end of 

the story. 

… the final actions of 

the teens. 

… the final scene of 

the book. 

If you enjoyed this book, Chris 

Raabe continues the story of 

Christian, Sam, Ray, and Alex-

is in the second book of the 

Phenomenon Trilogy, called 

On The Run. 

www.chrisraabe.net 
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One BIG Question for The New Phenomenon  

Wrap Up and Projects Day 18 Wrap Up of The New Phenomenon 

T h e  N e w  P h e n o m e n o n  

You need to select one of the questions and write an essay to answer it as completely as you 

can.  Your essay must have an introduction, at least one body paragraph, and a conclusion.  A 

three paragraph essay can earn a maximum of 84 points.  A four paragraph essay can earn a 

maximum of 92 points.  A five paragraph essay can earn a maximum of 100 points.  You will be 

scored on how well you support your thesis statement.  Remember, your thesis statement is 

the statement in your introduction that states what this essay will be about. 

 

BIG Questions 
The theme is the central topic of a text.  When looking at theme, you need to ask yourself, 

“What is the story about? And “What does the story say about the subject?” What are the 

themes of The New Phenomenon?  What life lessons does the author try to teach the audience 

though this story? 

 

Characterization is the concept of creating characters for a narrative.  Characterization is built 

through the use of description, through a character’s actions, through his/her interactions with 

other characters, through his/her choices, through his/her dialogue, and through his/her 

thoughts.  Which character in the story would most likely be a friend of yours? 

 

Plot is defined as the events that make up a story, particularly as they relate to one another in a 

pattern like cause and effect.  The decisions a character makes can have major impacts on the 

story.  Take a look at the most important scenes from this story and explain why they 

happened and what the effects were afterwards.  Why did the most pivotal scenes of the book 

take place, and how did they impact the rest of the story? 
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Projects for The New Phenomenon  

The New Phenomenon  
   Congratulations!  You 

have completed reading 

The New Phenomenon, 

but the story doesn’t end 

here.  If you want to find 

out what happens next, 

you will have to check out 

the sequel, On The Run. 

   There are many 

Wrap Up and Projects Day 19 Projects for The New Phenomenon 

T h e  N e w  P h e n o m e n o n  

Option #1 

If you have not read the 

second book, On The Run, 

you can write chapter 20 of 

The New Phenomenon.  What 

will happen next to the four 

teens as they escape?  The 

chapter should be a minimum 

of 2-3 pages and must be 

typed in 12 point size Times 

New Roman, double-spaced.  

You can write more. 

 

 

 

 

Option #2 

Create a captioned-visual 

timeline of at least 7 events 

from the novel.  (You can do 

more.) Each picture you create 

will need to have a caption to 

explain the event and what 

caused this event to take 

place, or you can explain the 

event and then what the event 

affected in the future.  It is all 

about cause and effect, so 

think chain reaction.  The 

pictures and captions must be 

connected to one another 

(like links of a chain or some 

other artistic theme.) 

 

Option #3 

Create a character chart for 

five of the characters from the 

story.  Each character must 

have a picture or symbol to 

represent him/her.  In 

addition, you must write a 

paragraph explaining what kind 

of person they are and why 

they are important to the 

story.  You could also make 

comparisons to characters 

from other books (like the 

Outsiders) or people in your 

own life.  A paragraph is at 

least 7 sentences, but that is 

only a minimum; you can write 

more. 

questions that remain.  Is 

Mr. Banner the good guy 

or the bad guy, or is he 

somewhere in between?  

What is the story behind 

Sam, Ray, and Alexis 

becoming Phenomenon 

Children?  Who can they 

trust, and who will they 

turn to now? 

If you enjoyed this book, Chris Raabe contin-

ues the story of Christian, Sam, Ray, and Alex-

is in the second book of the Phenomenon Tril-

ogy, called On The Run.  You won’t know 

whether to trust Mr. Banner or not until the 

very last page of On The Run.  The final book 

of The Phenomenon Trilogy is called End 

Game.  The conspiracy goes deeper, as the 

three teens meet more people like themselves.  

The action-packed finale will have your heart 

pounding with every turn of the page. 
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